
Homes for Cathy
It is 50 years since Ken Loach’s drama 
documentary ‘Cathy Come Home’ was 
first shown on BBC Television and 
shocked a nation into action. Within 
months Shelter and Crisis had been 
formed and housing associations had 
been set up by volunteers and churches 
in towns and cities throughout the 
country with the prime purpose of 
helping homeless people to access 
affordable housing.

Many of those housing associations are 
still around 50 years later having built 
hundreds of thousands of affordable 
homes to rent – but  still there are 
homeless people on the streets and 
homeless families in ‘bed and breakfast’. 
Shelter estimated that 120,000 children 
spent this Christmas in temporary 
accommodation.

Working with the Cardboard Citizens 
theatre group, local cinemas, the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and 
many others, the Homes for Cathy 
group organised a programme of events 
(including showings of ‘Cathy Come 
Home’) in 2016/17 to mark the 50th 
anniversary, to raise awareness of the 

homelessness crisis and to highlight 
the need for more homes and support 
for homeless people.  We have produced 
an Education Pack to help teachers to 
introduce the subject of homelessness to 
teenagers in a structured and informed 
way.

The Homes for Cathy group believes that 
housing associations need to continue 
to work to end homelessness and to help 
local authorities to fulfil their statutory 
duties to house homeless families. 
We can do this by developing more 
affordable rented accommodation and 
supported housing. We will campaign to 
keep homelessness issues high on the 
political agenda and in the minds of the 
public - especially the post - ‘Cathy Come 
Home’ generations.

The Homes for Cathy group has 
sponsored the ‘Inside Housing’ Cathy 
film competition ‘Reel Homes’. Young 
film makers have been invited to 
produce a twenty first century version of 
the ‘Cathy Come Home’ story 
(@reelhomesfilm). 

22 of those original 1960/70s 
charitable housing associations have 
come together to form the ‘Homes for 
Cathy’ group 
www.homesforcathy.org.uk.



117 families in Britain become homeless every day
www.homesforcathy.org.uk

Performances of Cathy by the Cardboard Citizens

Screening of Cathy Come Home and Live Debates

Celebrating 50 years
Reel Homes Film Competition

Homes for Cathy members have sponsored performances across the country of Cathy by the 
Cardboard Citizens. Sparking debate, and sometimes tears, audiences have been challenged to 
find solutions to the homelessness problem within Cathy’s story.

Several Homes for Cathy members have hosted special anniversary screenings of Cathy 
Come Home with panel debates on the impact of the 1960s drama and how we can tackle 
homelessness.

The group have sponsored Inside Housing’s Reel Homes film competition, which challenged 
young film-makers to produce a short film about homelessness. The judging panel are poised to 
evaluate the entries and the winner will receive funding to create and promote their film.

Homes for Cathy Education Pack
Cathy Come Home may be celebrating its 50th birthday, but many young people find themselves 
affected by homelessness. Our Education Pack provides activities and resources for teachers to 
help them introduce students to this issue.

Homes for Cathy at PlaceShapers
Cathy Come Home’s 50th anniversary was marked at the annual PlaceShapers conference with 
a performance by the acclaimed Cardboard Citizens and a discussion led by the Chief Executives 
of Shelter and Crisis.

Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Through Michael Newey of Broadlands HA, RICS has supported the Homes for Cathy initiative 
through a presidential dinner and showings of the Cathy film followed by a homelessness debate 
in six UK cities. RICS is working with Crisis and others to raise support for homelessness issues 
amongst RICS members worldwide.


